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Strategies for Open and Permanent Access to Scientific Information in Latin America: Focus on Health and Environmental Information for Sustainable Development
An International Workshop

Guidelines for Thematic Breakout Session Speakers

The four parallel thematic breakout sessions on day two of the workshop focus on the following topics: (1) health and biomedical data and metadata, (2) earth and environmental science data and metadata, (3) biodiversity data and metadata, and (4) scientific, technical, and medical (STM) journals that are related to the subject matter of the three other break-out sessions. These breakout sessions will build on the preceding plenary discussions. Each breakout session is divided into two separate 1.5-hour sessions. The first of these two sessions, Session 7.a, consists of short presentations by 5 invited speakers. The second of the two sessions, Session 7.b, is a general discussion by all of the participants in each breakout, including the speakers, focusing on the cooperative follow-up activities proposed by the speakers and the participants. A Rapporteur for each breakout session will summarize the results from this discussion and present the summary in a subsequent plenary session at the workshop. These guidelines describe the actions that are requested by the Workshop organizers of each breakout session speaker.

Guidelines for Speakers in Session 7.a:

Speakers are asked to address the following questions, generalizing from their direct experiences in these areas:
1- What are the main challenges and barriers to providing permanent open access to S&T data and information?

2- What are some of the most promising existing models or mechanisms for providing this access?

3- Identify one or more potential realistic cooperative activities in Latin America for subsequent discussion in session 7.b (speakers are asked to fill out the attached form on Proposed Cooperative Activities and to use the questions on the form to briefly summarize their proposed activity during their presentation at the session).

The workshop organizers ask that thematic breakout presentations adhere to the following guidelines:
a.
The presentation should take no more than 15 minutes.


b.
The use of digital presentation slides is encouraged. 

c.
Given the strict time limit, the presentation should use only a few slides (perhaps one for each of the three main questions above). 

d.
The presentation slides (or text), the Proposed Cooperative Activity form, and a short professional biography of each speaker (approximately 100 words) should be submitted to codata@cria.org.br by April 25th. Each speaker is asked to grant permission to make the presentation material and biographical summary available on the CRIA website following the workshop and for the Workshop organizers to use this information to write the summary report.  

e.
The presentation should focus on the issues most relevant to the specific theme of the session. The aim is to provide information and ideas that will stimulate discussion among the participants, especially for follow-up collaborations in the Latin American region.

Guidelines for Speakers in Session 7.b:

The continuation of the parallel thematic breakout sessions after the presentations in Session 7.a will focus on discussing proposed follow-up activities that can be taken toward improving permanent open access to the digital scientific data/information resources that are the focus of each session. At the beginning of Session 7.b, the session Chair will list and briefly summarize the proposed cooperative activities that were described by each speaker in Session 7.a, as well as the proposed cooperative activities submitted in advance by the other participants in the breakout session. All of the proposals will then be discussed and prioritized by the breakout session participants, including the speakers. Speakers from session 7.a are expected to attend session 7.b because their presentation in session 7.a is instrumental for the discussion and success of session 7.b. 
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