Amazon Basin Biodiversity Information Facility – ABBIF

Progress Report

This progress report refers to the first phase of the feasibility study aiming at the development of a data infrastructure for the Amazon region associated to a modeling framework, with a broad and inclusive participation of local stakeholders. Expected activities included the following activities:

· Preparation of a questionnaire;

· Selection of Institutions and Identification of Key Persons;
· on-line distribution; and
· visits.
Activities

Preparation of a questionnaire

A questionnaire was prepared in order to map active institutions involved with collection and dissemination of data (species and specimen) from the Amazon region. The aim of the questionnaire is to subsidize the feasibility study by identifying:
· what data is available: taxonomic group and geographic scope;

· where the data is being held;

· digitization status;

· standards used as data model and communication protocol;

· sufficient or limited infrastructure: hardware, software, staff, internet access;
· data and information access policy; and,

· willingness to participate in ABBIF.

The objective was to receive as many answers possible so the questionnaire was designed to be very straight forward and simple to answer.
Selection of Institutions and Identification of Key Persons
As the project aims at carrying out a feasibility study of a system to disseminate data on-line, through the Internet, the project team thought it essential to carry out an extensive survey on existing data resources on the Internet. This survey included biological collections and relevant research carried out by institutions and or researchers. The first phase of this study included Institutions and researchers physically located in the Amazon region and the second phase those located outside of the region but with data and/or research activities carried out within the region.
Personal contacts of both institutions CRIA and GBIF were also selected. 

As a result of this work, 254 institutions from 17 countries were selected and 600 emails with the questionnaire were sent out.
On-line distribution
The questionnaire was made available on-line in English, Spanish and Portuguese (http://www.cria.org.br/abbif). According to the server’s statistics, this page together with the index page in Spanish was accessed 513 times (until June 13, 2005). The questionnaire in English was accessed 129 times, in Spanish 91 and in Portuguese 41 times. 
Visits
Meetings were held with the following institutions:
· Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazônia: Célio Magalhães, curator of the invertebrate collection and team leader of the PPBio project (Programa de Pesquisa em Biodiversidade, Ministry of Science and Technology), and José Laurindo Campos dos Santos, responsible for networking, databases and modeling. INPA is one of the key research institutions from Brazil that work in the Amazon region together with the Goeldi Museum. The institutions that are coordinating the PPBio project in the Amazon are both INPA (western Amazon) and Goeldi Museum (eastern Amazon). This project is carrying out surveys in protected areas and digitizing collection data and is interested in participating in an initiative such as ABBIF. 
· Visit to the Padre Moure collection at the Federal University of Paraná. This insect collection has 5 million specimens and a large number of material collected in the Amazon basin, including types and holotypes.
· Meeting with Eric van Praag, Caracas, Venezuela. Eric was hired as a project consultant to handle contacts and the survey of collection in Venezuela and Guyanas. 
· Fourth Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network Meeting: parallel meetings with Alvaro Espinel (OEA consultant, Project IABIN-Moore Foundation, focusing on Conservation Areas of the Amazon Region); Ruth Pamela Cartagena (from Bolivia), Maria Luisa Rios (from the Ministry of the Environment, Peru), Antonio Matamoros (from the Ministry of the Environment, Ecuador) and Braulio Dias (from the Ministry of the Environment, Brazil).
· American Museum of Natural History. A presentation on ABBIF was organized by Tom Moritz, director of the library of the AMNH. Curators with representative collections from the Amazon basin and members of the steering committee of the Conservation Commons attended the meeting.
· The ABBIF project was also presented and discussed with staff members of the New York Botanical Garden. NYBG has a very large collection of plants from the Amazon Basin and type specimens from Brazil. 10.000 images of type specimens from Brazil are already available on-line. Most of this information is digitized and can be integrated with an initiative such as ABBIF.
Personal phone contacts were made with Viktor Miyakawa from Siamzonia, Peru, Ruth Pamela Cartagena from the Ministry of Sustainable Development from Bolivia, and with Ximena Franco and Angela Soares from Humboldt Institute Colombia.

Other activities

Other activities were carried out already thinking on the next phase which includes the study on connectivity, standards, protocols, and the network’s architecture. Two meetings were held with Nelson Simões, general director of Brazil’s Internet research network (RNP – Rede Nacional de Ensino e Pesquisa – www.rnp.br). Topics discussed include the future of RNP in Brazil with the Gigabit network and the new Latin American Network Clara (Cooperação Latino-Americana de Redes Avançadas).
Initial discussions with the Ministry of Science and Technology of Brazil concerning ABBIF have also been carried out.

Partial Results

600 questionnaires were sent out and 261 were downloaded from the website. 67 biological collections and 2 conservation institutions, representing 19 countries answered the questionnaire. Answers are still coming in, although the closing date was April 6, and are being considered. One cannot automatically state that the return rate was close to 8% as more then one researcher from the same collection were contacted. This number will be refined during the analysis.
Future Activities

Answers are being organized in tables to facilitate the analysis. A very preliminary analysis indicates that some important institutions such Siamazonia, Peru did not answer the questionnaire. Contacts are underway to make sure that important institutions are not left out. 
Future activities include:

· Analysis of the questionnaires;
· Studies on connectivity, standards, protocols, architecture; and
· Preparation of detailed project Proposal
