Feasibility Study for the Implementation of the Amazon Basin Biodiversity Information Facility (ABBIF)
The Amazon region has a number of scientists, organizations, institutes and NGOs that have carried out important research activities in the region but most information is scattered and poorly organized. Specimen and species scientific data and information is the basis for any biodiversity study and should be structured and be made available in such a manner that it can be used by different end users for a diversity of purposes.

The Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) is an international scientific endeavor which aims at making the world’s biodiversity data openly and freely available via the internet (www.gbif.net and www.gbif.org). 

CRIA (The Reference Center on Environmental Information) is a not-for-profit, non-government organization. Its aim is to contribute towards a more sustainable use of Brazil's biodiversity through the dissemination of high quality information and education. CRIA is trying to achieve its aim by making data and information freely and openly available to all interested on the Internet (www.cria.org.br). 

GBIF together with CRIA are carrying out a feasibility study to identify potential data providers and/or custodians, study different architectures, evaluate existing and needed infra-structure, and propose a project aiming at the development of a decentralized, coordinated data infrastructure for the Amazon region associated to a modeling framework, with a broad and inclusive participation of local stakeholders. The objective is to increase the value, visibility and usage of data on the Amazon basin through dynamic networking and thereby contribute to better conservation practices and sustainable use of the region’s natural resources.

We hereby would like to cordially invite you to participate in this project. The first step consists of carrying out a survey on existing providers and custodians of species and specimen data within the Amazon region. All respondents will receive a copy of the results of this survey. Furthermore, we are pleased to inform you that a few months from now we plan to have an inclusive process of consultation in the elaboration of this feasibility study for the Amazon Basin Biodiversity Information Facility (ABBIF) and we hope you can participate in it as well.  

The ABBIF feasibility study is being funded by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation.
We request all interested persons/institutions fill out the attached questionnaire and send it to the project team (abbif@cria.org.br) at your earliest convenience but no later than June 05, 2005. Should you need any more information please do not hesitate to send us a message.

All suggestions and recommendations are more then welcome.
Yours,

Global Biodiversity Information Facility. 

Contact person: Beatriz Torres (btorres@gbif.org)
CRIA

Contact Person: Vanderlei Canhos (vcanhos@cria.org.br) and Dora Canhos (dora@cria.org.br) 
GBIF – CRIA Questionnaire on Biodiversity Data Providers and Custodians

Please send you contributions to abbif@cria.org.br at your earliest convenience but no later than June 06, 2005
1.  Institution

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Acronym: ___________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
URL: ____________________________________________________________
Director (name and email):______________________________________________
2.  Collection or Department

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Acronym: ___________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
URL: ____________________________________________________________
Curator or Manager (name and email): ___________________________________
Brief description of holdings:

Please give a brief description of the collection, database or information system including its scope, relevance (including its relevance to the Amazon region), main services offered, and destined target group.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Taxonomic Group

3.1. Plants 

· Phanerogams: 
· Cryptogams: 
· Bryophytes: 
· Algae: 
· Fungi: 
· Lichens:

3.2. Animals 

· Fish:

· Amphibians:

· Reptiles:

· Birds:

· Mammals:

· Insects:

· Spiders:

· Others (specify):

3.3. Microorganisms

· Bacteria:

· Filamentous fungi:

· Yeasts:

· Archeas:

4.  Type of Data

4.1. Species Checklists

· Taxonomic group (specify): ____________________________________________
· Geographic scope (specify): ____________________________________________
· Other (specify): _____________________________________________________
4.2. Collection Specimen Data

· Taxonomic group: ____________________________________________
· Number of records: ____________________________________________
· Number of digitized records: ___________________________________________
· Number of geo-referenced records: ______________________________________
· Number of records from the Amazon Region (total, digitized, georeferenced): _________/______/_____
4.3. Observation Data

· Taxonomic group (specify): ____________________________________________
· Geographic scope (specify): ____________________________________________
· Other (specify): ____________________________________________
5.  Digitization
What percentage of your data is already digitized?_______
How is the data/information organized?

· database (specify):

· electronic spreadsheet (specify): _____________________________________
· text editor (specify): ____________________________________________
· other (specify): ____________________________________________
Is the database available for on-line query?
· Yes     URL: ___________________________________

· No 
6.  Standards Used

6.1. Data Model

· Darwin core

· ABCD

· CABRI

· Others (specify)

6.2. Protocol

· DiGIR

· Biocase

· Z39.50

· http

· xml

· Others (specify)

Briefly describe data fields indicating complementary information (if applicable).

Indicate other information you find relevant.

7.  Existing infra-structure

7.1. Hardware and software:

· Sufficient:

· Insufficient (specify what the necessities are viewing at digitization and making data and information available via the Internet): _______________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.2. Staff:

· Adequate:

· Insufficient (specify): ____________________________________________
· Training necessity: ____________________________________________
Internet Access:

What type of Internet Access does your institution/department have:

· None:
· Modem:
· dedicated line (indicate speed): _______________________________________
8.  Data and Information Access Policy:
· Unrestricted access

· Restricted access (specify): __________________________________________
9.  Willingness to participate in this project:
Would your collection be willing to participate in the Amazon Basin Biodiversity Information Facility as a data provider or custodian?
· Yes

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· No

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Information provided by:

Name: ____________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________
Date: ____________________________________________
